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Joseph Boyden goes back to New Orleans and
finds desolation—and hope—among the ruins
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iseasysittinghereonmy stoop on Magazine
Street between Louisiana and Napcleon Av-
enues to imagine that Karr fred

New Orleans. My anal neighbour across the
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street has deeided to paint the front of his
homeyet again, and the waffic buyzes by steadi.
Iy, almost as Busy as it used to be. But if you
look at the smafler details—the oals missing
timbs, fridges and stoves sitting dumbly by
the road, waiting to be picked up, the utter lack
of tife on the side streets—you begin to sense
that something terribly wron happenied here,
Astrip of New Orleansis indeed alive. The
gher ground. Ttwinds along the Missi stopi,
stretching from Audubon Park in Uptown,
bound between T houpitoulas and St Chardes,
hrough the Garden District to the Warehouse
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Bistrict to the Central Business District and
endirg on the far side of the French Quarter,
it has a newly coined nickname among my
friends. The Istand. And some of my friends
who've watched with disgust and fear as our
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local government battles the big government
have taken 10 ealfing it The Isle of Denial.
Part of the disgust has to do with 2 certain
Garden District crowd, old money wealth who
cven at the best of times never seemed to care
for much outside of their mansions and oak.
lined avenues, A number of these people have
evenspoken out in the past couple of months,
publicly, that the new socio-racial shift in
New Orleansisa gift and a godsend. Far fewer
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people of 2 certain race pow in town, which

created awebsite, nolafugess.com, to expiore,
often with humour, the fction: and the reali-
ty of ife in the city post-Karring,

A city where only an estimated 100,000
out of a population of close to 500,008 have
returned is 2 place that will not be able fo sip-
portits pastgrandeur for long. Who will wash
these well-to-do people’s Lexusses and clean
their houses and serve their food at restay-
rants desperately in need of workers? I saw 2
sign at a local Burger King recently offering
2 $6,000 bonus to people willing to come 1o
work there fora year. Tiis certainly st the
Mew Orieans Ileft 2 few months back.

A desperate sense of optimism permentes
The Island, Blaring radio ads about how New
Orieans is rebuilding and reinventing itself
Thechancellor ofmy university has one such
add in high retation on the ciry’s most popu-
far station. “This year, back to: school means
more than new hightops and laptops” he says
in his best where y’at Nawiing draw! upbeat
jazz playing in the background, “In New
Orleans it means things are getting back 1o
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normal... Hurrlcanes come znd go, butan
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education is forever” The chancellor urges
New Orieans citizens ¢ ster for spring
semester, which begins on Jan. 30. Me mokes
no mention that our campus is still closed
down by the Environmental Protection Agen-
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